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DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR PROPERTIES RECEIVING FACADE INCENTIVE 
GRANTS 

 

Buildings which are 30 years old or older should be renovated according to the Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation which are as follows: 
 
 The Standards are to be applied to specific rehabilitation projects in a reasonable manner, taking 
into consideration economic and technical feasibility. 
 
1)  A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal 
change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment. 
2)  The historic character of a  property shall be retained and preserved.  The removal of historic 
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 
3)  Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use.  Changes that 
create a false sense of historical development such as adding conjectural features or architectural 
elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken. 
4)  Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their 
own right shall be retained and preserved. 
5)  Distinctive features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 
characterizes a property shall be preserved. 
6)  Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced.  Where the severity of 
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old 
design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials.  Replacement of 
missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence. 
7)  Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials 
shall not be used.  The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the 
gentlest means possible. 
9)  New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 
materials that characterize the property.  The  new work shall be differentiated from preserved.  If 
such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken. 
10)  New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner 
that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 
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The following are guidelines which also apply to construction methods and materials for 
properties within the municipal service district: 
A.  All work must conform to existing building codes and ordinances of the Town of Boone. 
B.  Height:  Additions or new construction should fall within the range of 10% of mean building 
height found in the block.  Buildings at the ends of blocks should be similar in height to buildings on 
adjoining corners. 
C.  Width:  Additions or new construction should respect the primacy of established width by 
designing a rhythmic division of the facade to maintain existing progression. 
D.  Setback:  Additions or new construction should maintain the uniform setback of buildings and 
align with facades. 
E.  Proportion of Openings:  New construction, additions, and remodeling of existing buildings should 
maintain established proportion and spacing of window openings. 
F.  Materials:  The quality of building materials varies widely, and it is the quality of the finish 
materials and its application that determines compatibility.  Use the highest quality facing materials 
possible.  Materials that are compatible in quality, color, texture, finish, and dimension to those 
existing in the project area are encouraged. 
G.  Roof Forms:  Gabled and/or residential roofs are not appropriate; historically downtown 
buildings have flat roofs.  The roof  plane should be hidden from view on the front facade.  Decoration 
of the roofline by use of special materials , forms, or decorative details, using examples from 
surrounding buildings as a guide is encouraged. 
H.  Color:  Colors should coordinate with neighboring buildings.  The more intense hues of a color are 
discouraged.  The use of more than one vivid color per building is discouraged.  The use of colors that 
are disharmonious with other colors used on the buildings or found on the adjacent buildings is 
discouraged.  Contrasting colors which accent architectural details and entrances are encouraged. 
I.  Cornices:  1)  The retention and repair of existing cornices is strongly encouraged whenever 
possible.  2)  The re-creation of missing cornices should be done with care, using  
surrounding existing cornices as a guide.  
J.  Side Elevations and Rear Facades:  1)  Side elevations and rear facades should be treated as a main 
facade.  2)  The development of rear or side entrances with appropriate design is encouraged. 
K.  Signs:  Sign guidelines for the central business district have been developed to prevent visual 
clutter in the downtown areas and to improve the general visual quality of downtown.  Individuality 
and creativity are encouraged within the framework of quality.  Signs should relate to each other 
through quality, not necessarily through uniform materials, lettering or size.  All signs are controlled 
by the Sign Ordinance of the Town of Boone.  Qualities of good signs are as listed  below: 1)  Good 
signs have the following characteristics:  legibility, clarity, attractiveness, durability, and good 
placement. 
 2)   Most buildings are designed with a defined sign space.  The location of signs of appropriate size 
in these spaces is strongly encouraged. 3)  Plastic, illuminated signs are strongly discouraged.  
Consider attached, flat, or hanging signs lit with outside indirect lighting. 
4)  All signs must  meet zoning and building code requirements. 5)  Hanging or projecting signs or 
hand-painted window signs of good quality or encouraged. 
L.  Awnings:  1)  Awnings should relate to shape and color of the building.  2)  Metal canopies are 
strongly discouraged, except when historically appropriate, and their removal and replacement with 
fabric awnings is strongly encouraged.  If installed or retained, they should be designed or treated in 
a manner that adds to the visual quality of the building.  3)  All awnings must meet zoning and 
building code requirements. 
 


